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S BJECT: GREEK AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS' CALL ON COUNSELOR 
NIMETZ AUG 8 

1 . AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS CALLED ON COUNSELOR NIMETZ 
AUG 8 PRIMARILY TO DISCUSS STATE OF PREPARATIONS FOR ANTI- 
CIPATED AUGUST 10 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON TUR- 
KISH EMBARGO REPEAL AND RELATED LEGISLATION. IN RESPONSE 
TO QUERY BY AMBASSADOR. NIMETZ SAID THAT THE DISCUSSIONS 
WITH TURKISH MFA SECRETARY GENERAL ELEKDAG COVERED ALL 
ASPECTS OF US-TURKISH RELATIONS. SOME OF THE MAJOR TOPICS 
WERE THE RE-OPENING OF U.S. INSTALLATIONS IN TURKEY. THE 
GENERAL US-TURKISH MILITARY RELATIONSHIP, AND TURKISH 
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ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 

2. NIMETZ NOTED THAT DURING THE LUNCH HOSTED EARLIER IN 
THE DAY BY ACTING SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER THERE WAS SOME 
DISCUSSION OF GREEK TURKISH DIFFERENCES. ELEKDAG HAD 
GIVEN A GENERALLY UPBEAT REPORT ON HIS TALKS IN EARLY JULY 
IN ANKARA WITH THEODOROPOULOS. HE INDICATED THAT HE FELT 
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HE HAD ESTABLISHED A PARTICULARLY GOOD RAPPORT WITH HIS 
GREEK COUNTERPART AND SAID HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD POSITIVE- 
LY TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING WITH THE GREEKS IN ATHENS. 

3. CYPRUS HAD ALSO BEEN DISCUSSED WITH ELEKDAG WHO HAD 
BEEN QUITE EMPHATIC THAT ECEVIT SINCERELY DESIRES TO SOLVE 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. HE STRESSED ALSO THE GENERAL TURKISH 
RECOGNITION THAT THIS FESTERING ISSUE IS A THORN IN 
TURKEY'S SIDE WHICH MUST BE RESOLVED AND THAT THE TURKISH 
SIDE IS EAGER TO HAVE TALKS RESUME. 

4. NIMETZ SAID WE ARE NOW STUDYING HOW WE CAN BE MOST 
HELPFUL IN THE PROCESS TO ACHIEVE MOVEMENT ON CYPRUS. WE 
REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS MECHANISM. WE 
ALSO WANT TO SEE IF SOMETHING CAN BE DONE WITH THE VAROSHA 
PROPORALS - PROGRESS IN THIS AREA COULD PROVE TO BE THE 
SPRINGBOARD TO A NEW POSITIVE NEGOTIATING PROCESS ON 
CYPRUS. 

5. THERE WAS ONE ASPECT OF THE CURRENT CYPRUS SITUATION 
WHICH WAS DISTURBING. IT IS OUR SENSE THAT THE GREEK CYP- 
RIOTS ARE INCLINED TO BRING THE ISSUE TO THE UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN THE FALL. THE ENSUING 
CONTENTIOUS DEBATE WOULD, IN OUR VIEW, SERVE TO DELAY ONCE 
AGAIN ATTEMPTS TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS. NIMETZ STRESSED 
THAT IF THE CYPRIOTS DO INDEED FOLLOW THIS COURSE, IT 
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WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR US TO NUDGE THE TURKS TOWARD 
A FLEXIBLE AND REASONABLE NEGOTIATING POSTURE. 

6. NIMETZ NOTED THAT PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU IS NOW IN GREECE 
FOR TWO WEEKS. WE ARE AWARE THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO RAPID FORWARD MOVEMENT ON 
CYPRUS. IT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL, NIMETZ CONTINUED, IF 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT COULD POINT OUT TO KYPRIANOU THE 
DISRUPTIONS TO RESTARTING THE TALKS THE GOC RECOURSE 

TO THE UN WOULD ENTAIL. THE U.S. HOPED TO WORK CLOSELY 
WITH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AS WE WORK TO GAIN MOVEMENT ON 
CYPRUS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE VIEWS OF THE GREEK GOVERN- 
MENT ON FUTURE STEPS. 

7. ALEXANDRAKIS COMMENTED THAT THE GREEK CYPRIOT GOVERN- 
MENT SEES RECOURSE TO THE UN AS NECESSARY. BUT IT WAS HIS 
OPINION THAT IF REASONABLE PROPOSALS ARE PUT FORWARD OR 
THERE ARE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR 
NICOSIA TO PUSH AHEAD IN THE UN IN THE FACE OF SUCH EVENTS. 

8. NIMETZ REASSURED ALEXANDRAKIS THAT WE ATTACH GREAT 
IMPORTANCE TO FACILITATING GREECE'S RETURN TO THE INTE 
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GRATED COMMAND OF NATO. CHRISTOPHER HAD MADE NOTE OF THIS 
FACT IN HIS LUNCHEON DISCUSSION WITH ELEKDAG. NIMETZ IN- 
TENDED TO FOLLOW IT UP IN GREATER DETAIL IN SUBSEQUENT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH ELEKDAG. 

9. THE GREEK AMBASSADOR STRESSED THE CRUCIAL IMPOR 
TANCE WHICH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ATTACHED TO SEEING POSI 
TIVE AND HELPFUL LANGUAGE EMERGE FROM THE SENATE-HOUSE 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

10. ALEXANDRAKIS SAID IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE 
DEPT WAS PREPARING LANGUAGE WHICH WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE CONFEREES AND WHICH HOPEFULLY WOULD TAKE GREEK CONCERNS 
AND IDEAS INTO ACCOUNT. NIMETZ STATED THAT WE HAD MADE 
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KNOWN TO SOME OF THE CONFEREES IN A GENERAL SENSE AND IN- 
FORMALLY THE TYPE OF LANGUAGE WE HOPED WOULD EMERGE BUT 
HAD NOT DONE A DRAFT TEXT. WE HAD ATTACHED A HIGH PRIORITY 
TO BOTH "RESORT TO FORCE" AND "PRESERVATION OF BALANCE" 
LANGUAGE WHICH WE KNEW WERE TWO KEY GREEK CONCERNS. EX- 
CEPT FOR THESE TWO POINTS, THE DEPT WAS NOT MAKING A MAJOR 
EFFORT TO ALTER OTHER LANGUAGE. WE HAD MADE IT CLEAR, 
HOWEVER, THAT WE PREFERRED THE SENATE SIMPLE REPEAL 
APPROACH RATHER THAN THE PRIOR PRESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATION. 

1 1 . ALEXANDRAKIS PRESSED NIMETZ ON EXACTLY WHAT FORM THE 
"BALANCE” LANGUAGE MIGHT TAKE, UNDERSCORING THE IMPORTANCE 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ATTACHED TO IT. NIMETZ SAID THE FINAL 
LANGUAGE COULD POSSIBLY BE THAT U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

TO THE AREA WOULD "NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT" THE MILITARY 
BALANCE IN THE REGION. ALEXANDRAKIS DID NOT SEEM DISTURBED 
BY THIS ALTERNATIVE PHRASING. HE EXPRESSED HIS GOVERN- 
MENT'S APPRECIATION THAT THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER OF AUG 4 
HAD INDICATED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION COULD SUPPORT THE 
SENATE VERSION. ALEXANDRAKIS ADDED THAT IT WAS THE GOG 
HOPE THAT THE ADDITIONAL DOLS 35 MILLION CONTAINED IN 
BOTH BILLS WOULD BE IN THE FORM OF GRANT AID AS CURRENTLY 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE HOUSE VERSION. HE ADDED THAT THIS 
WAS PRIVAMILY BECAUSE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REASONS IN DAMPENING ADVERSE REACTION IN GREECE WHEN THE 
FINAL LEGISLATION EMERGED. 

13. NIMETZ SAID HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE AUG 7 MEETING 
BETWEEN AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS 
HAD BEEN SO POSITIVE. ALEXANDRAKIS NOTED THAT THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT HAD MADE A BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWING THE 
MEETING WHICH INDICATED THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER HAD BREN 
SENT IN RESPONSE TO A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER. 
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HOWEVER, CONTRARY TO RUMORS THAT WERE CIRCULATING IN 
WASHINGTON, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD NOT RELEASED SELECTED 
PORTIONS OF THE LETTER NOR WOULD THEY DO SO WITHOUT FIRST 

CONSULTING WITH WASHINGTON. 

14. FYI. GREEK EMBASSY TELEPHONED DEPT MORNING AUG 9 TO 
STATE THAT GOC INTENDS TO KEEP THE CONTENTS OF THE EX- 
CHANGE CONFIDENTIAL. IF AT A LATER DATE THEY SEE MERIT IN 
RELEASING THE TEXT OR SELECTED PORTIONS, THEY WILL CONSULT 
WITH THE U.S. END FYI. 

15. DURING AUG 9 TELCON NIMETZ TOLD ALEXANDRAKIS THAT 
DEPT HAD NOT YET SEEN DRAFT SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE WHICH CON- 
FERENCE COMMITTEE WOULD CONSIDER, BUT WE STILL HAD NO 
REASON TO THINK THAT TWO PARTICULAR MATTERS OF CONCERN 
TO GOG WOULD NOT BE COVERED IN A MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO GOG. 
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USNATO AUG 10, 1978 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 203251 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PGOV, MARR, MASS, GR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: GREEK AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS' CALL ON COUNSELOR 
NIMETZ AUG 8 

1 . AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS CALLED ON COUNSELOR NIMETZ 
AUG 8 PRIMARILY TO DISCUSS STATE OF PREPARATIONS FOR ANTI- 
CIPATED AUGUST 10 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON TUR- 
KISH EMBARGO REPEAL AND RELATED LEGISLATION. IN RESPONSE 
TO QUERY BY AMBASSADOR, NIMETZ SAID THAT THE DISCUSSIONS 
WITH TURKISH MFA SECRETARY GENERAL ELEKDAG COVERED ALL 
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ASPECTS OF US-TURKISH RELATIONS. SOME OF THE MAJOR TOPICS 
WERE THE RE-OPENING OF U.S. INSTALLATIONS IN TURKEY, THE 
GENERAL US-TURKISH MILITARY RELATIONSHIP, AND TURKISH 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 

2. NIMETZ NOTED THAT DURING THE LUNCH HOSTED EARLIER IN 
THE DAY BY ACTING SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER THERE WAS SOME 
DISCUSSION OF GREEK TURKISH DIFFERENCES. ELEKDAG HAD 
GIVEN A GENERALLY UPBEAT REPORT ON HIS TALKS IN EARLY JULY 
IN ANKARA WITH THEODOROPOULOS. HE INDICATED THAT HE FELT 
HE HAD ESTABLISHED A PARTICULARLY GOOD RAPPORT WITH HIS 
GREEK COUNTERPART AND SAID HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD POSITIVE- 
LY TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING WITH THE GREEKS IN ATHENS. 

3. CYPRUS HAD ALSO BEEN DISCUSSED WITH ELEKDAG WHO HAD 
BEEN QUITE EMPHATIC THAT ECEVIT SINCERELY DESIRES TO SOLVE 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. HE STRESSED ALSO THE GENERAL TURKISH 
RECOGNITION THAT THIS FESTERING ISSUE IS A THORN IN 
TURKEY'S SIDE WHICH MUST BE RESOLVED AND THAT THE TURKISH 
SIDE IS EAGER TO HAVE TALKS RESUME. 

4. NIMETZ SAID WE ARE NOW STUDYING HOW WE CAN BE MOST 
HELPFUL IN THE PROCESS TO ACHIEVE MOVEMENT ON CYPRUS. WE 
REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS MECHANISM. WE 
ALSO WANT TO SEE IF SOMETHING CAN BE DONE WITH THE VAROSHA 
PROPORALS - PROGRESS IN THIS AREA COULD PROVE TO BE THE 
SPRINGBOARD TO A NEW POSITIVE NEGOTIATING PROCESS ON 
CYPRUS. 
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5. THERE WAS ONE ASPECT OF THE CURRENT CYPRUS SITUATION 
WHICH WAS DISTURBING. IT IS OUR SENSE THAT THE GREEK CYP- 
RIOTS ARE INCLINED TO BRING THE ISSUE TO THE UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN THE FALL. THE ENSUING 
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CONTENTIOUS DEBATE WOULD, IN OUR VIEW, SERVE TO DELAY ONCE 
AGAIN ATTEMPTS TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS. NIMETZ STRESSED 
THAT IF THE CYPRIOTS DO INDEED FOLLOW THIS COURSE, IT 
WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR US TO NUDGE THE TURKS TOWARD 
A FLEXIBLE AND REASONABLE NEGOTIATING POSTURE. 

6. NIMETZ NOTED THAT PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU IS NOW IN GREECE 
FOR TWO WEEKS. WE ARE AWARE THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO RAPID FORWARD MOVEMENT ON 
CYPRUS. IT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL, NIMETZ CONTINUED, IF 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT COULD POINT OUT TO KYPRIANOU THE 
DISRUPTIONS TO RESTARTING THE TALKS THE GOC RECOURSE 

TO THE UN WOULD ENTAIL. THE U.S. HOPED TO WORK CLOSELY 
WITH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AS WE WORK TO GAIN MOVEMENT ON 
CYPRUS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE VIEWS OF THE GREEK GOVERN- 
MENT ON FUTURE STEPS. 

7. ALEXANDRAKIS COMMENTED THAT THE GREEK CYPRIOT GOVERN- 
MENT SEES RECOURSE TO THE UN AS NECESSARY. BUT IT WAS HIS 
OPINION THAT IF REASONABLE PROPOSALS ARE PUT FORWARD OR 
THERE ARE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR 
NICOSIA TO PUSH AHEAD IN THE UN IN THE FACE OF SUCH EVENTS. 

8. NIMETZ REASSURED ALEXANDRAKIS THAT WE ATTACH GREAT 
IMPORTANCE TO FACILITATING GREECE'S RETURN TO THE INTE 
GRATED COMMAND OF NATO. CHRISTOPHER HAD MADE NOTE OF THIS 
FACT IN HIS LUNCHEON DISCUSSION WITH ELEKDAG. NIMETZ IN- 
TENDED TO FOLLOW IT UP IN GREATER DETAIL IN SUBSEQUENT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH ELEKDAG. 

9. THE GREEK AMBASSADOR STRESSED THE CRUCIAL IMPOR- 
TANCE WHICH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ATTACHED TO SEEING POSI 
TIVE AND HELPFUL LANGUAGE EMERGE FROM THE SENATE-HOUSE 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

10. ALEXANDRAKIS SAID IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE 
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DEPT WAS PREPARING LANGUAGE WHICH WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE CONFEREES AND WHICH HOPEFULLY WOULD TAKE GREEK CONCERNS 
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AND IDEAS INTO ACCOUNT. NIMETZ STATED THAT WE HAD MADE 
KNOWN TO SOME OF THE CONFEREES IN A GENERAL SENSE AND IN- 
FORMALLY THE TYPE OF LANGUAGE WE HOPED WOULD EMERGE BUT 
HAD NOT DONE A DRAFT TEXT. WE HAD ATTACHED A HIGH PRIORITY 
TO BOTH "RESORT TO FORCE" AND "PRESERVATION OF BALANCE" 
LANGUAGE WHICH WE KNEW WERE TWO KEY GREEK CONCERNS. EX- 
CEPT FOR THESE TWO POINTS, THE DEPT WAS NOT MAKING A MAJOR 
EFFORT TO ALTER OTHER LANGUAGE. WE HAD MADE IT CLEAR, 
HOWEVER, THAT WE PREFERRED THE SENATE SIMPLE REPEAL 
APPROACH RATHER THAN THE PRIOR PRESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATION. 

1 1 . ALEXANDRAKIS PRESSED NIMETZ ON EXACTLY WHAT FORM THE 
"BALANCE" LANGUAGE MIGHT TAKE, UNDERSCORING THE IMPORTANCE 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ATTACHED TO IT. NIMETZ SAID THE FINAL 
LANGUAGE COULD POSSIBLY BE THAT U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TO THE AREA WOULD "NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT" THE MILITARY 
BALANCE IN THE REGION. ALEXANDRAKIS DID NOT SEEM DISTURBED 
BY THIS ALTERNATIVE PHRASING. HE EXPRESSED HIS GOVERN- 
MENT'S APPRECIATION THAT THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER OF AUG 4 
HAD INDICATED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION COULD SUPPORT THE 
SENATE VERSION. ALEXANDRAKIS ADDED THAT IT WAS THE GOG 
HOPE THAT THE ADDITIONAL DOLS 35 MILLION CONTAINED IN 
BOTH BILLS WOULD BE IN THE FORM OF GRANT AID AS CURRENTLY 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE HOUSE VERSION. HE ADDED THAT THIS 
WAS PRIVAMILY BECAUSE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REASONS IN DAMPENING ADVERSE REACTION IN GREECE WHEN THE 
FINAL LEGISLATION EMERGED. 

13. NIMETZ SAID HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE AUG 7 MEETING 
BETWEEN AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS 
HAD BEEN SO POSITIVE. ALEXANDRAKIS NOTED THAT THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT HAD MADE A BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWING THE 
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MEETING WHICH INDICATED THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER HAD BREN 
SENT IN RESPONSE TO A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER. 

HOWEVER, CONTRARY TO RUMORS THAT WERE CIRCULATING IN 
WASHINGTON, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD NOT RELEASED SELECTED 
PORTIONS OF THE LETTER NOR WOULD THEY DO SO WITHOUT FIRST 

CONSULTING WITH WASHINGTON. 

14. FYI. GREEK EMBASSY TELEPHONED DEPT MORNING AUG 9 TO 
STATE THAT GOC INTENDS TO KEEP THE CONTENTS OF THE EX- 
CHANGE CONFIDENTIAL. IF AT A LATER DATE THEY SEE MERIT IN 
RELEASING THE TEXT OR SELECTED PORTIONS, THEY WILL CONSULT 
WITH THE U.S. END FYI. 

15. DURING AUG 9 TELCON NIMETZ TOLD ALEXANDRAKIS THAT 
DEPT HAD NOT YET SEEN DRAFT SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE WHICH CON- 
FERENCE COMMITTEE WOULD CONSIDER, BUT WE STILL HAD NO 
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REASON TO THINK THAT TWO PARTICULAR MATTERS OF CONCERN 
TO GOG WOULD NOT BE COVERED IN A MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO GOG. 
VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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